
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, September 3, 2018  
Gospel Reading: Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15,21-23 
When the Pharisees with some scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around 
Jesus, they observed that some of his disciples ate their meals with unclean hands. – For 
the Pharisees and, in fact, all Jews, do not eat without carefully washing their hands , 
keeping the tradition of the elders. And on coming from the marketplace they do not eat 
without purifying themselves.  And there are many other things they have traditionally 
observed, the purification of cups and jugs and kettles and beds.- so the Pharisees and 
scribes questioned him, “Why do your disciples not follow the traditions of the elders but 
instead eat a meal with unclean hands?” 
He responded, “Well did Isaiah prophesy about you hypocrites, as it is written: This people 
honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me, in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines human precepts. 
You disregard God’s commandment but cling to human tradition.” 
He summoned the crowd again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand.  
Nothing that enters one from outside can defile that person, but the things that come out 
from within are what defile. 
“From within people, from their hearts, come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, 
adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly.  All these 
evils come within and they defile.   
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

1. What does being a hypocrite mean to you? Have you know someone who was a 
hypocrite? 

2. Jesus is taking the Pharisees and scribes to task for their criticism of the unclean 
habits of the disciples. Do you think God would condemn a person for human actions 
and manmade rituals?  What things is Jesus trying to teach the Pharisees and us? 

3. Jesus tells us that human elements do not defile us but what comes from within us it 
what defiles. A clean heart is what matters. How do you feel about this message? 

 

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as 
it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


